


We’re glad you have chosen to worship with us this morning at                           

First Presbyterian!  If you are visiting with us,                                                              

we hope you’ll find this church a place of welcome and spiritual growth.                                                     

Here are a few things to help you worship fully with us!  

 

 

 

 
Please sign the black Friendship Pad located in the pew and give us an outlet to reach 
out to you. 
 
 
We are Presbyterians. We say “debts and debtors” in the Lord’s Prayer, and we say 
“Holy Ghost” and “He descended into hell” in the Apostles’ Creed. The congregation’s 
responses are printed in bold.  We usually sit to listen and pray and then we stand to 
sing. The asterisk invites the congregation to stand. Please use the red hymnal, Glory to 
God, in the pew rack. You are encouraged to follow the readings and the lyrics as they 
are printed in this worship guide.  
 
 
Our restrooms are located in the hallway behind the choir loft-both on the left and the 
right sides.  If you need to use the restroom we ask that you do this before worship or 
exit through the rear of the sanctuary while the congregation is standing. 
 
 
Small children are always welcome in worship, although nursery care is available  for 
children birth-4 years old.  The Nursery is located in our Educational Building; one of our 
ushers would be happy to guide you there. 
 
 
We celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion the first Sunday of each month. The 
Elders will pass plates of bread and trays of unfermented wine to each pew OR you will 
be invited to the closest station to tear a piece of bread and dip into the communion cup 
(intinction).  Gluten-free bread is available from the ushers at the rear of the sanctuary. 
 
 
First Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the PC(USA) denomination.  For more 

information about our church, call us at 828-322-6343 or please visit our website, 
www.hickoryfpc.org. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PRELUDE                   Voluntary on Agincourt Hymn                     Callahan                          

 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION                                                       

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your 
kingdom to the meek, the lowly and the pure in heart. 
Give us such a hunger and thirst to be close to you, that by 
our words and deeds the world may see the promise of 
your kingdom, revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP          

L: Trust in the LORD, and do good; 
     so you will live in the land, and enjoy security. 
P: Take delight in the LORD, 
     and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
L: Commit your way to the LORD; 
    trust in him, and he will act. 
P: For the meek shall inherit the land, 
    and delight themselves in abundant prosperity. 

                       
*HYMN 39                      Great Is Thy Faithfulness                FAITHFULNESS 
 

*INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
 
 

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
January 28, 2018 

Please 
remember to 
silence all 
electronic 
devices. 

 
For use as you 
prepare for 
worship. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The hymn 
poem and 

tune are from 
the Methodist 
tradition, 
1923. 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of unbroken promises, we come to you today 
to offer our prayers of confession. 
Forgive us the promises we break. 
We are so good at making excuses. 
When you call us, we fear moving forward, 
we fear the unknown,  
we fear that you will not be with us when we need you. 
We have too often put our faith in other gods  
and been too busy to reach out to you. 
Yet, you offer us the opportunity to be honest with you,  
admit our failures, admit our doubts.  
Our trust is in you O God.  
In your faithfulness, make us whole again.  

 
*SILENT CONFESSION 
 
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
*OUR RESPONSE HYMN 406     We Are Standing on Holy Ground     

HOLY GROUND   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 

One:    The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
All:      And also with you. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM        Franklin Reid King 
Son of Haynes and Jessica King 

Griffen Ford Fox  
Son of Addison and Paige Fox 

 

OUR RESPONSE HYMN 482 
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,  

cleansed by the blood of Christ our King;  
heirs of salvation, trusting the promise,  

faithfully now God’s praises we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,  
marked with the sign of Christ our King;  
born of the Spirit, we are God’s children;   

joyfully now God’s praises we sing. 
 
ANTHEM                                        He Leadeth Me                         Benjamin Wegner      
                                                                    

He leadeth me, O blessed thought. O words with heavenly comfort fraught! 
Whate’er I do, where’re I be, still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 
Sometimes mid scenes of deepest gloom, sometimes where Eden’s bowers bloom, 
By waters calm, o’er troubled sea, still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 
 

          He leadeth me, by his own hand he leadeth me. 
          His faithful follower I would be, for by his hand he leadeth me. 
 

Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine, nor ever murmur nor repine, 
Content with whatever lot I see, since ‘tis my God that leadeth me. 
 

And when my task on earth is done, when by thy grace the victory’s won, 
Ever death’s cold wave I will not flee, since God through Jordan leadeth me. 

        
FIRST LESSON                               Romans 12:1-3                      Pew Bible, page 152  
 

*PSALTER   Psalm 37   Hymn 706   Commit Your Way to God the Lord 
                                                                                                                  GUILSBOROUGH 
 

SECOND LESSON                            Matthew 5:5                             Pew Bible, page 4                        
  

SERMON                              Close to the Heart of God:                 Rev. Whit Malone 
Blessed are the meek… for they shall inherit the earth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The anthem 

was composed 
in 2016 by a 
new Lutheran 
composer 
from 

Minnesota. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 *HYMN 629                     Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee                        ST. AGNES 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Adapted from I Corinthians 1:25-29.)  
For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,  
and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
Among those whom God called, not many were wise by human standards,  
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise;  
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;  
God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, 
to reduce to nothing things that are,  
so that no one might boast in the presence of God.  
He is the source of our life in Christ Jesus,  
who became for us wisdom from God, 
and righteousness and sanctification and redemption,  
in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
Offertory                                     Fuga                                                  Pachelbel                             
             

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE HYMN 612     We Praise You, O God                  KREMSER   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This 12th 
century hymn 
text reminds 
us that simply 
the thought of 
Jesus is an 
antidote to 
bitterness.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music & words 
reprinted with 
permission 
CCLI License 
254475 

and by One 
License A-
716158 

 

 
 
 



*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
 

*HYMN 815                                    Give to the Winds Thy Fears                                    FESTAL SONG 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*POSTLUDE                                                        Finale                                                                  Handel                                 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Preacher: Rev. Dr. Whit Malone     Liturgist: Frank Young 

Director of Music: Dr. Steven Mowery     Organist: Dr. Martha Geouge Hill 
Musicians: Chancel Choir 

Choral Scholars: Samantha Miller and Sophie Sauer, Soprano; Hailey Baskin and Rebecca Storie, Alto; 
Matthew Storie, Tenor; Carter Woolly and Skyler Villegas, Bass 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Adelaide Silkworth, Ben Bost, Sean McGinnis, Rebeca Costa, Cathi Dillon,  

Bob and Susie Abercrombie, and the Fairview Presbyterian Church, Lenoir 
 

THE FLOWER CHART 
The “new” flower chart is hanging up across from the church reception desk. Placing flowers in the 
Chancel is a nice way to remember birthdays, anniversaries, to say thank you, or any special occasion.  
Call the church office or come by to sign up. 

 

 WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER  
SUPER BOWL PARTY MENU: Baby Back Ribs, Chicken Wings, Baked Potatoes, Seasonal Green Salad. 
Sign up forms available on our website:  www.hickoryfpc.org.  
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Gospel in Life - Grace Changes Everything by Timothy Keller 

Mondays at 10:00 AM OR Tuesdays at 6:30 PM 
 R.S.V.P. by calling the Church Office at 828.322.6343 

 

DONATIONS NEEDED 
Presbyterian Women collect used cell phones and toiletries such as soap, shampoo, personal hygiene, 
etc. to donate to the Salvation Army and the Battered Women’s Shelter. Bags for these items are 
located on the hall tree near the elevator. The small toiletries made available to travelers at hotels 
and motels are ideal for this purpose, but larger items can be used as well. Please help with this 
ministry.  

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 
Scholarship applications for the 2018-2019 school year are available at the church office. Application 
and required documents are due back to the church office by March 31, 2018. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                               CHURCH CALDENDAR 
SUNDAY, January 28 
 Sunday School              9:45 A.M. 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal                10 A.M. 
 Kairos & Sanctuary Worship Services               11 A.M. 
 Sr. High Youth Service Planning & Dinner                4 P.M. 
 Stated Session Meeting                  7 P.M. 
MONDAY, January 29 
 Bridge Club              9:30 A.M. 
 Intercessory Prayer              9:30 A.M. 
 Women’s Bible Study                 10 A.M. 
 Staff Meeting                  11 A.M. 
 Kerygma Bible Study                          6:30 P.M. 
 Cub Scout Meeting                   7 P.M. 
TUESDAY, January 30 
 Men’s Gathering                   8 A.M. 
 Women’s Bible Study              6:30 P.M.
 Boy Scouts                    7 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY, January 31 
 Bridge Club                           9:30 A.M. 
 Wednesday Night Supper             5:30 P.M. 
 Adult Programming/FP3/WWF/Huddle/Handbell Rehearsal                    6:15 P.M. 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal                  7 P.M. 
 Kairos Band Rehearsal                                           7 P.M. 
THURSDAY, February 1 
 Art Class              9:30 A.M. 
 Program Staff Meeting                                     9:30 A.M. 
FRIDAY, February 2 
 Young Men’s Bible Study            6:30 A.M. 
 Pilgrimage Reunion                   7 A.M. 
SATURDAY, February 3 
 Medical Mission Team Leaves for Chiapas 
SUNDAY, February 4 
 Chiapas Medical Mission Trip Continues 
 Sunday School              9:45 A.M. 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal                10 A.M. 
 One Worship Service                 11 A.M.
 Jr. High Alive Inside                                                                                                 4 P.M.
    
  


